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INTRODUCTION

The abolition of the trans-Atlantic slave trade was a tremendous step forward for human rights on a global scale.  Slavery became a term that merely described a historical phenomenon, and students across Western nations have gradually adopted a world view that it is backward, un-civilized, and morally wrong.  As North Americans we pat ourselves on the back, priding ourselves in how ethical and “modern” we have become because we no longer own slaves or support the shipping of people across international waters.  Unbeknownst to many however, slavery has simply taken on more subtle dimensions and rages on with more vigour than ever before.  The consumption habits of North Americans require developing countries to produce tea, coffee, clothing, toys, and other commodities for a low cost, resulting in cheap and forced labour around the world.  Sadly, these ‘commodities’ now include the bodies of human beings who are trafficked for purposes of sexual exploitation.  Women and children are sold in increasing numbers to satisfy the insatiable demand for pornography and prostitution, and this global meat market is made possible in large part by Canadians. Thus the question that arises is this: what must be done by the government and people of Canada to put an end to this form of modern-day slavery?  
The answer to this question first requires us to look at how Canadians contribute to the problem.  Demand for foreign women in Canada’s sex entertainment industry, domestic trafficking of Aboriginal girls, and sex tourism fuel this well oiled machine of organized crime.  The basic economic principles of supply and demand weave themselves into the fabric of each of these.  An analysis of these reveals that the abolition of modern-day slavery requires Canadians to change their attitude toward women, to say no to legalization of prostitution by adopting the “Swedish model,” and support restorative justice.
SEX TRAFFICKING DEFINED

Before examining Canada’s role in this crime against humanity, it is important to define “sex trafficking” and understand its scope within a global context.   Though there is lack of agreement on a universal definition, one that is widely accepted comes from the U.S. Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report which defines sex trafficking as the “recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act.”
  The UN Trafficking in Persons Protocol takes the definition one step further by breaking it into three components.
  The first of these is the act, which describes what is done, and includes the recruitment, transportation,  harbouring, or receipt of persons.  The second component is the means, or how it is done, and identifies threat, use of force, coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of power or vulnerability, or giving payments to a person in control of the victim as methods used by traffickers.  The final component, purpose, addresses why trafficking occurs.  In the case of sex trafficking, sexual exploitation and forced prostitution serve as the ultimate goal.  Benjamin Perrin emphasizes that trafficking is ultimately about treating a person as property and does not always require movement from place to place to place.  He explains that “anyone who is providing a service or work or being abused because they are afraid is defined as human trafficking in Canada.”
 

With this definition in mind we can turn our attention to the global magnitude of the issue.  After weapons and drugs, human beings are the most trafficked commodity in the world.
  An estimated 800,000 people are trafficked across international borders annually, most of these being women and children destined for the sex trade.
  This figure jumps to several million when trafficking within national borders is included.  As many as two million children are subjected to forced prostitution in the global commercial sex trade, though some would argue the real figure to be even higher.
  The bottom line is profit, and organized crime rakes in up to $12 billion (USD) annually from human trafficking operations.
  One woman alone can bring her owner anywhere from $75,000 to $250,000 a year.
 With this kind of money to be made, it is easy to understand why no country has been left untouched by trafficking networks.
  
It is worth noting here that the clandestine nature of the topic makes research very difficult and presents several methodological challenges.  The hidden status of the population, confusion in defining trafficked individuals, small samples, the diversity of trafficked people, and the presence of measurement bias can lead to spurious conclusions if attempts are made to generalize, simplify, or quantify the problem.
  Corruption in law enforcement and government complicate things further, and safety is always an issue when dealing with organized crime.   It becomes clear quickly that sex trafficking is a messy problem that requires modern-day abolitionists to adopt a holistic understanding of international relations, culture, and economics before picking a fight with traffickers.  
CANADA: GUILTY AS CHARGED


When confronted with global statistics on sex trafficking, many in the West assume it is a problem limited to impoverished countries.  Canadians, who identify their country with peacekeeping and multiculturalism, like to think that they are immune from something as shameful as slavery.  Unfortunately this is not the case. The U.S. Department of State Trafficking in Persons Report describes Canada as a source, transit, and destination country for women and children trafficked for purposes of sexual exploitation.
  The RCMP estimates that 800 to 1,200 people are trafficked in and through Canada each year, though many non-governmental organizations claim this to be a gross underestimation.
  What makes such a trend possible?

First and foremost, trafficking is fueled by demand for foreign girls to fill Canada’s strip clubs, massage parlours, and escort services.  Apparently there just aren’t enough Canadian women to volunteer for these positions.  Most of Canada’s foreign victims are trafficked from Asia and Eastern Europe, and between 2006 and 2008 75% of victims had come from China, the Philippines, Moldova, and Romania.
  Victims from Latin America, Africa, and the Caribbean have also been identified.
  It’s worth pointing out here that not all girls who come to Canada for these jobs have been trafficked, as some come out of their own free will and know they will be working in the sex industry.  However trafficked girls are intermingled among them, making their rescue all the more difficult.  Victor Malarek, author of The Natashas: Inside the New Global Sex Trade, explains that
To the casual observer, they blend in seamlessly with the women who have chosen to exchange money for sex.  In their cheap makeup, sleazy outfits and stiletto heels, they walk the same walk and talk the same talk.  They smile, they wink, the pose and they strut, but they do it because they know what will happen if they don’t.


The economic equation of supply and demand is at play here, shedding light on how the process works.  The women are the supply side, and traffickers take advantage of several “push” factors related to source countries.  These include poverty, unemployment, political instability, government corruption, and lack of awareness about sexual exploitation.
  When the Cold War ended and the Iron Curtain was ripped open in 1991, funding from the Soviet Union dried up in the Eastern Bloc and unemployment for women ballooned to 80 percent.
  Organized crime took advantage of the porous borders and began to recruit women to be “nannies,” “maids,” and “models” in Western countries.
  Many young women responded with hopes of finding work, only to find their identification and travel documents confiscated upon arrival as they were put to work in brothels and strip clubs.  

This scenario is all too common, and one that trafficking victim Timea Nagy can attest to.  In 1998, Nagy responded to a newspaper ad in Hungary that sought women to come work in Canada.
  She was met at the airport by three men, who drove her to a Toronto strip club and forced her to become and exotic dancer and perform sexual acts under threat of hurting her family.  Nagy managed to escape after earning thousands of dollars for her captors, and today shares her story in an effort to raise awareness and train police to deal with trafficking cases.
Sadly she is an exception to the norm, as many victims are never found after they are trafficked. 

Though poverty and unemployment act as push factors, demand is what ultimately determines supply.  As Malarek points out, “there are three key letters in demand: m-a-n…without men, there would be no demand.”
  In Western Europe and North America, men who have paid for sex ranges anywhere from 10 percent to 39 percent.
  On average a trafficking victim will service four to six men a day and sometimes up to 30 men a day, demonstrating the sheer number of “johns” willing to pay for sex.
  Since Canadian women do not meet this demand, foreign women are sought out as supply. And since even foreign women do not willingly flock to the country in large enough numbers, traffickers take matters into their own hands.  It is simply a matter of economics.  
DOMESTIC TRAFFICKING OF ABORIGINAL GIRLS


In addition to being a destination country for foreign victims, Canada is also a source country for girls trafficked domestically.  Girls who have problems at home are targeted with promises of a modeling career or love from a “boyfriend,” only to end up in “debt” to their traffickers.
  The first victim found in Canada told police that her trafficker would let her go once she paid him a $150,000 exit fee.
  This fee, of course, could only be paid with money earned from performing sex acts.  The majority of domestic trafficking cases involve Canada’s most vulnerable demographic: Aboriginal girls.  Children as young as 9 years old are being sexually exploited in Saskatoon and the average age of being forced into prostitution is 11 or 12.
   Root causes and recruitment methods must be examined in order to understand why Aboriginal girls are victimized in such large numbers.  

First of all, it is helpful to outline some root causes that make Aboriginal girls so vulnerable.  Historically sex was seen as sacred in Aboriginal communities, but colonization and the introduction of residential schools ushered in wide scale sexual abuse that has continued to this day.
  Poverty is another reason for concern, as 52.1% of Aboriginal children live in extreme poverty and unemployment on reserves is three times the national average.
   Girls become vulnerable to exploitation as they attempt to meet their basic needs of food, clothing, and shelter.  Loss of identity mixed with economic and social marginalization has created a cycle of violence in Aboriginal families, with 75% of girls under the age of 18 experiencing sexual abuse.
  Add to this a racist mentality toward Aboriginal women that permeates Canadian society, and you have an ideal target group for traffickers to exploit.

Recruitment is key in sex trafficking, and several methods are used to prey on vulnerable Aboriginal girls.  In fact, police and NGOs have discovered books and manuals that traffickers and pimps have used to train each other how to recruit, train, and “break down the spirit” of victims in order to profit from them as greatly as possible.
  In Winnipeg and Vancouver traffickers use schools as recruiting grounds by enticing young children with gifts or drugs.
  At the Montreal airport, traffickers keep an eye out for Aboriginal girls coming in from northern communities and promise them a place to stay.  Since these girls are part of a culture that welcomes strangers, they are unaware of ulterior motives.
  The internet is also being used to encourage young women to move to the “big city” for “good jobs,” drawing them away from their social networks back home and making them easy to control.
  Lack of recreational activities on reserves coupled with inadequate public transportation make hitchhiking popular amongst Aboriginal youth, which has resulted in the disappearance of many young girls.
  Finally, traffickers often pose as boyfriends and seduce young girls through gifts and emotional manipulation.
  

Once the girls have been recruited, they are often trafficked in “triangles” across provinces.
  For example, a triangle is drawn between Saskatoon, Edmonton, and Calgary, as well as Saskatoon, Regina, and Winnipeg.
  This movement ensures that girls cannot make connections in cities where they work, and reinforces power and control for pimps and traffickers.
  As with international trafficking, the theme of supply and demand can be seen here.  Several men travel back and forth between Saskatchewan and Alberta to work in oil rigs and uranium mines, and girls are trafficked according to these travel patterns.
  Without demand from these and other men across Canada, Aboriginal girls would no longer be sought out as supply.
SEX TOURISM


While trafficking of foreign victims into Canada and the exploitation of Aboriginal girls focus on the incoming supply of girls, sex tourism is the exact opposite: the outflow of men into other countries.  Sex tourism occurs when men from wealthy countries travel to impoverished ones for the sole purpose of engaging in sex with prostituted women and children.  Brian McConaghy, the founder of the Ratanak Foundation, states that just as a lion pursues the weakest wildebeest in the herd, sex tourists seek out the most vulnerable people and exploit them.
  In order to understand this trend and how it can be stopped, it is valuable to examine the first conviction under Canada’s sex tourism law.  This law came into effect in 1997, resulting in a penalty of up to 14 years imprisonment for sexual interference, invitation to sexual touching, sexual exploitation, anal intercourse, making, distributing, or possessing child pornography, indecent exposure, and prostitution of a person under 18 years of age.
  


To date, a British Columbia hotel worker named Donald Bakker has been the only successful conviction.  In 2003 the police originally sought him out for attacks on prostituted women in Vancouver, but quickly discovered sex tapes of Bakker with young Asian children.
  By matching the background from the Bakker video with footage from a brothel raid carried out by International Justice Mission, the location of the crime was determined and Bakker received a seven year sentence.
 This was a bittersweet success, as a similar case involving a U.S. citizen resulted in a sentence of 210 years.
  The government of Canada must create proactive teams that investigate its citizens abroad, as currently these international cases are not actively sought out by anyone.


The principles of supply and demand are at play again, as sex tourists use economic disparity between two countries to their advantage.
  If Canadian men were not willing to pay for sex with impoverished victims, traffickers would lose their oh-so-profitable business.  A better implementation of the sex tourism law would offer hope for vulnerable women and children by reducing demand from Canadian men.  
SOLUTIONS

Since sex trafficking operates on principles of supply and demand, it is clear that Canada must decrease demand in order to tackle the issue.  But who are these men creating demand?  These men come from all age groups and over half are married.
  They are stockbrokers, plumbers, lawyers, doctors, professors, soldiers, sailors, international peacekeepers, cops, religious leaders, accountants, and Boy Scout leaders.
  Malarek sums it up by saying, “it’s not just some lonely creep in a basement apartment, it’s every guy.”
  In other words, there is no prototype for a “typical john.”  

Because demand is so widespread, what will it take to decrease it?  This can be done by changing societal attitudes and values regarding sexuality and prostitution, adopting the “Swedish model,” and introducing restorative justice into the legal system.  Each of these is necessary, as a complex problem like trafficking requires a multi-faceted solution. 

The first step requires a change in perspective.  As abolition movements in the past have demonstrated, a societal paradigm shift is necessary in order for change to happen.  The first way in which attitudes must change is in the area of sexualized media.
  Women are over-represented sexually in magazines, movies, and music, sending the message girls and women are sex objects.  This makes exploiting women easier for traffickers and pimps, because men come seeking their sexual fantasies that are often based on bits and pieces of different advertisements, movies, and other media.  


More specifically, attitudes toward “prostitutes” must change.  The vast majority of women have not chosen prostitution as a career, but have been forced, lured, or manipulated into it from desperate situations.
  As human rights activist Sharon Di Fruscia points out, these women and girls are not prostitutes, but have been “prostituted.”
  If men were willing to see prostituted women as victims instead of hookers, demand would likely decrease.

In addition to a societal shift in attitude and perspective, Canada would do well to follow Sweden’s lead in anti-trafficking initiatives.  In 1999 the government of Sweden decided that prostitution was violence against women, and made it illegal to buy sex while simultaneously decriminalizing the selling of it.
  Prostituted women were not criminalized but offered exit strategies, while men were fined in proportion to their income.  Because men are afraid of punishment, the number of trafficked women has drastically dropped in Sweden, setting an example for Canada on how to decrease demand.
  This goes against the legalization argument that is gaining momentum in Canada.  Some argue that women would be safer and healthier if prostitution was legalized or decriminalized, because it promotes health checks and government regulation.  However in places like Holland, Germany, and Australia’s province of Victoria, sex trafficking increased drastically when prostitution was legalized.
  Legalization would merely increase demand in Canada, demonstrating that Canada should follow Sweden’s example instead.

Finally, restorative justice must take place in order for demand to decrease.  Canada lacks healing centres for men, which is essential if the abuse of women is to stop.
  Though minimum sentences for traffickers and pimps are necessary to protect girls from being exploited, prison alone will not change the hearts and minds of perpetrators.  Change must happen in the deepest of levels in order for sexual exploitation to stop.
CONCLUSION


In conclusion, sex trafficking and the ways in which Canada plays a role on the global stage must be addressed in relation to the economic principles of supply and demand.  Demand is what fuels the market for incoming foreign victims, the movement of Aborignal girls and women, and the rampant sex tourism industry in developing countries.  A paradigm shift, along with the adoption of the Swedish model and the introduction of restorative justice, is needed in order for demand to decrease.  Only then can Canada call itself the true North strong and free.
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